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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany H. R. 4343] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4343) for the relief of Erika Bammes (Patricia Ann Cox) 


having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant to a minor German child adopted 
by citizens of the United States the status of a nonquota immigrant, 
which is the status normally enjoyed by the alien minor children of 
United States citizens. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Germany on March 6, 1951, 
of a German mother and an unknown American soldier. The child is 
presently in Germany with her adoptive parents, Master Sergeant 
and Mrs. Clayton T. Cox, citizens of the United States. 

A letter dated February 15, 1952, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 

Fespruary 15, 1952. 
Hon. EmMaNnvuet CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D C. 

My Dear Mr. CuartrMan: This is in response to your request for the views 
of the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 4343) for the relief of 
Erika Bammes (Patricia Ann Cox), an alien. ‘Lhe bill would make her eligible 
for a nonquota status in the issuance of an immigration visa. 
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The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Erika Bammes was born in Germany on March 6, 1951, and is the 
daughter of an unmarried German mother. The infant is at present in Germany 
with her adoptive parents. 

According to information furnished by Mrs. Lucille Cox, a native and citizen 
of the United States, who is the mother of Sgt. Clayton ‘. Cox, the adoptive 
father, Sergeant Cox was born in Tennessee on October 6, 1928. He enlisted 
in the United States Army in 1946 and intends to follow an Army career. In 
May 1948, Sergeant Cox married Martha N. Burrows, a citizen of the United 
States who was born in Arkansas on September 9, 1923. She served in the 
United States Marine Corps during World War II. Sergeant and Mrs. Cox are 
residing in Germany where he is presently stationed. The mother of the alien 
served as a maid in the home of Sergeant and Mrs. Cox in Germany. The Coxes 
have initiated action in Germany to legally adopt the child and have applied for 
a auota visa for her. There is, however, a possibility that Sergeant Cox will be 
returned to the United States prior to the time that her turn will be reached for 
the issuance of a visa. 

The quota for Germany, to which the child is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
and ar immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In the event that Sergeant 
Cox should be ordered back to the United States, he would be unable to bring 
the child with him in the absence of special legislation. 

Whether, under the circumstances of this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation, 

Sincerely, 
A. Drevirr VANECH, 
Depuly Atterney General. 


Congressman E. C. Gathings, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives the following additional information in connection 
with the case: 

House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, June 13, 1951. 
H. R. 4343—-For the relief of Erika Bammes (Patricia Ann Cox), 


Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Rouse of Representaiives, Washing'on, D. C. 

Dear CoLLEAGuE: Enclosed is a copy of the above bill which I introduced in 
the House on June 5. This bill was introduced at the request of my constituent, 
Master Sgt. Clayton T. Cox and his wife, Mrs. Martha N. Cox, of Osceola, Ark. 
Sergeant Cox is now on duty with the Third Armored Medical Company in 
Germany. He and his wife have filed adoption proceedings and have registered 
this infant for a quota visa with the American consulate in Munich, Germany. 
Thev have been informed that it may be 2 years before a quota visa can be 
obtained. As Sergeant Cox does not know at what moment he might be ordered 
back to the States for reassigrment, he and his wife are anxious to secure the 
passage of this bill in order that the adoption proceedings may be completed. 

Erika fammes was born of an American civilian father emploved by the 
European Exchange Service and a German national mother out of wedlock. She 
was born on March 6, 1951, at Nurnberg, Germany. She is to be adopted as 
Patricia Ann Cox. 

I trust that your committee will report this bill favorably at an early date, and 
I will thank vou to advise me when I might appear before your committee as soon 
as a hearing can be set. 

Thanking you, and with best wishes, I am 

Yours sincerely, 
E C, GaATHInes. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 4343) should be enacted. 
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